Sally HessbFriends of Florida State Parks

Pete Krulder introduced our speaker, Sally Hess,
speaking on behalf of the Friends of Florida State
Parks. Sally has volunteered for parks for over 10
years. She was previously president of the Friends of
the Island Parks, for Caladesi and Honeymoon Islands.
The Florida State Park System is celebrating its 75"
anniversary this year.

The Friends of Florida State Parks started with some
local groups and then formed a statewide organization.
The first group was in Ybor City 25 years ago.

How much do the parks need you now? The local
friends group is very successful and serves as a model
for the state group.

The parks have one full time employee for every 660
acres. There are 160 state parks with over 700,000
acres. Arizona, California, Alabama and Georgia have
had to close some of their parks. 94% of endangered
species exist in the parks. They have an ongoing
eradication program for exotic species. They do
prescribed burning of 80,000 acres a year.

Please join the state friends group, continue to visit the
parks, and try some other parks.
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HAPPY BUCKS

Lynn Smeraldo gave a happy buck for having
lunch with the adults today, since she is usually at
the Interact meeting at Dunedin High School, but
is off for Spring Break. She gave another happy
buck to remind us of the Interact Breakfast at
Dunedin High School on April 14" at 7:30 a.m.

Pat Bauer gave a happy buck for the Rotarian
Magazine which had an article highlighting
literacy efforts.

Dick Willson gave a happy buck for his grandson
James, who has joined the Cosmopolitan Rotary
Club in Austin Texas, mostly for people under
40.

Bob Isham gave a happy buck for his daughter in
the Coast Guard who has been stationed in
Tokyo, Japan.

Bev Fishergave a happy buck for the Heifer
Group, who witnessed the birthing of lambs,
goats and heifers for the whole weekend.

Joan Nix gave a happy buck for the raffle tickets
she is selling for the Florida Orchestra for a
Holland America cruise. The drawing is April 15

GUESTS
Bob Isham introduced John Mueller from Monroe,
Michigan.

Ann Kennedy introduced her great-nephew Ezra,
who is on Spring Break.

Lauren Corriere visited from Belleair Bluffs
Rotary Club.

Bob Wheeler was visiting from New Hampshire.

50/50 DRAWING

Vern Woods had the winning ticket of 344401,
but did not draw the winning card, so she got $3.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

President Carole announced the death of Fred
Gunn’s maternal grandmother.

Ray Kingsbury talked about the Rotary
Foundation. The District is doing a special with
vouchers for matching funds for the RI
Foundation. It is a voucher for matching funds for
Rotary Foundation up to 500 points for a
minimum donation of $200. Club will match the
member’s donation and then the district will
match. The check should be made payable to the
Rotary Foundation and given to Susan Folsom.

The Kentucky Derby party will be on May 2™ at
Jeff Rhoads’s home. Please sign up and indicate
which dish you will bring.

The Service through Giving Basket will be for the
Relay for Life this week.

The April 13™ meeting is cancelled and the
Interact breakfast on April 14™ will be a
replacement.

Dunedin North Rotary Club is holding a
fundraiser on April 17" at Alternate 19 and Main
Street from 9 to 12.

Martine Stapp announced that the GSE team
members need five host families for five men.
They will be here from May 16™ through May
22",
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The second reason the parks need you is that
only half of them have Friends organizations,
and because of this may not get donations or do
fundraising. With the organization, they can
keep the money with the park and not the
general fund. Locally, the friends organization
provides a fulltime employee at the Nature
Center. The state group acts as banker for the
parks that don’t have a friends group and
sponsors tours for state legislators.

The third reason. Last year state parks were
58% self-funded and hopefully, this year, will
be 70% self funded. They need the rest of the
money funded by state documentary stamps,
not the general fund. The real estate market
downturn has cut into this funding. The current
workforce in the parks is 1/3 volunteers.

Please join the state friends group, continue to
visit the parks, and try some other parks.

Triathlon Update BBiIll Francisco

Our next full committee meeting is Wednesday,
April 14th at Pete Krulder's house starting at 7 PM.

I want to say a special thanks Stephenie Fenton for
her help recruiting sponsors. Stephenie has renewed
several past sponsors and added several new

ones. Registrations are steady every day. Our ads
have appeared in the two primary Florida
publications, Florida Running & Tri and Florida
Race Place. Each magazine will run the ads again
before our event. The key chair positions are filled
and most of our chairs have been doing their jobs
for several years, so I am confident that we know
what has to been done by when.

Ann Kennedy has agreed to chair the
food committee and her loyal crew will help.

Valerie Lane has agreed to co-ordinate our event
recycling.



